*

ng @=. M. 3855.

Famips LIeh F T I D Fi
L BITeeh

Vol. 7. goar, 1944 @w, 3

erg Qroafluey slfi’sy
1 wor e sair
8. eren. @Gorsevarid grgs, GTiD,6Te 6T,
o, ESRUBTITLS),

erig.L i
Buores
&, Sluarg), d.a., dead,

Qrndw wisne LEseTuSZ CuimiGsoflen yyafar
' Qe iCurexr @x, 861686,




Quirmmar gy & Hibe

1. sbowdsin—
YBE gre o pay, yeor-aler wasfw Qasatr@id . 111 |
srbl) Aobyser erEUy. o 11
2. efaszmw sfadssH: 1000 Cang gumi AL . 114
8. &omo fiwnemr S g mﬁu P& SWLD 2115
4. y@h furade SenCangy Ll | o 117
5. eauijsuramiiagnd, GPUUSEHL . 119

Bonw vgsFrus g Quniges
&iL_ann,

e am—

Brrvg@er Qeamafus pésrs Srrn
wow msefieor &8y #Cré@ur yaff
U, gesursd sse BurS fersef
wireSm &b

DoMHETCHEN oo F

thtp,éEOwcy @S ur'i;i
Fé - QararorQamiy(ud, -




The Village DPanchayat Fournal,

VOL. VII] JUNE, 1944 [No. 3

The Editorial Committee do not hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Committee before the 15th of
the previous month.

Spin more and Clothe better.

The grow more food campaign has been launched by the
Government to increase the output of food for the nation. There
is a shortage of cloth also. The pre-war figures show that
ger capita in India we consumed sixteen yards of cloth a
large percentage of people going with » longoti on. What the
pation as & whole consumed came to 650 erores of yards of
cloth. To-day production is in great demand for the army,
We are told that just 400 crores of yards out of that produoction
is possible to be released for the use of the civilian population,
That means that the scanty provision we had of 16 yards per man
has been reduced by nearly half. Therefore cloth has gone up in
price. Government has tried to control it by several expedients.
Whatever measures the Government has taken the problem of black
markets still faces us. Recently Government had to take possession
of about twelve mills under the Defence of India Rules. Conferences
have heen held to discuas the best means of distributing this cloth
to the masses. It is unfortunate that still, after five years of war,
we should be groping our way to find & trustworthy diet’ributive
agenoy having had forty years of co-operative effort in this country.
One does not know why the Governments in this country fight so
gshy of this movement and peoples’ leaders are equally blind to the
advantages that must ultimately acorue by switching over to co-ope-
rative economy is 88 many spheres of activily as possible. Apart
from this question of the distributive agency for mill products does
not the Government see and do not our leaders see that there is
immediste need for & widespread campaign to mske the predomi-
pantly agricultural population of India use cotton grown in its own
fields, spin it in its spare time and get it woven locally for lecal
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consumption. If out of war conditions youare prepared to encour-
age hand-made paper and khaddar cumblies how does it happen that
alone in the case of hand-made yarn you should be so entirely mum.
The old economic stunts have all vanished bombed out of existence
by the necessities of the moment and we are confident that no
orthodox economist dare raise his head against the proposal to
launch & spin more campaign. Will the Government take up the
campaign and push it with as much vigor ag it displays in regard to
the grow more food campaign. Whether the Government does it or
not, it is the duty of the representatives of the people like the mem-
bers of the Panchayat Boards to study the question carefully and
popularise the ory ‘'spin more and clothe better’. In India hand
weaving hasstood the onslaughts of the mill industry—indegenous as
-well ag foreign—and hand spinning will equally stand provided its
true economic significance is understood in its proper setting. To
count the cost of cotton grown in one’s own land on ridges in the
field at market rates, o count the cooly of the spinner for the time
that he would have otherwise wasted and add up figures and jump to -
the conclusion that hand-spun and hand-woven ecloth is not
economic is to substitute artificial values for real values and deceive
oneself and the world. While we have no objection to the mill
industry flourishing aud even exporting its products to foreign coun-
tries if it thinks it can make better profits there, as has probably
happened now, we shall not allow the activity of the nation to go
to waste and its economic strength to be undermined by letting
opportunities exist for black markets. Local production and con-
sumption of necessaries of life,as far as that may be possible, and
co-operative distribution are the only remedies that we can see in
the present situation and we are sure that even after the war this
economy is bound o be the best economy. We, therefore, draw the
attention of all the Panchayat members that the time has come for
them to play the propagandist so that they may keep their consti-
tuents fairly fed and decently clothed.

——e———

Waste land for cultivation.

25,000 acres of waste land belonging to the Government in the
Chittoor district is being granted in compact blocks for temporary
oultivation under the grow more food rules for cultivation free of
assessment. If Governmeunt water is taken water-cess should be
paid. For purposes of reclamation loans at Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 per acre
free of interest for the first year and at 3 per cent later will be grant.
ed. If the land is brought under oultivation before 31st of Qotober
1944 Rs. 5 per acre out of the amount advanced will be treated as a
subsidy and the rest recovered during the currency of the temporary
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cultivation s.e. 3 years. A ocondition is appended that if any of
these lands are required sooner for assignment to demobilised
soldiers the Government will resume them after paying the cost of
reclamation. In the main this scheme is certainly ‘welcome. But
two or three points seem to require further consideration, 31st of
October 1944 is not far away. Surely before assignments are made
it will take sometime, disbursement of loans will take further time,
and it may not be easy to bring the land under cultivation by the
date mentioned. It is no doubt true that if further delayed no crop
may be raised this year. It is to be hoped that this condition for the
earning of the subsidy will be enforced with due caution. The man
who has brought a block of land under cultivation should not be in a
position to be evicted wholly at any time during this period.
N aturally after the three years temporary cultivation he looks for-
ward to be granted & patta in the usual course. It is only when he
has an abiding interest that real effort and necessary investment
can forthcome. If the Government want that maximum good should
come out of such experiments there is need for them to be free from
imposing conditions that militate against full effort. We do not
desire that the Government should not think of its demobilised
soldiers ; but when once you have called men to toil at land, it is
fair you should give them some hope that they will have some part
of their labour to stand them in good stead. It would be well if the
Government establishes the principle that the toiler shall have his
proper return and tell him that he shall be left with a minimum
the rest being resumed if need be for the demobilised soldier. Again
the principle on which the lands will be assigned is all important.
‘Anxious to raise mord food the Government should not hand over
big blocks to individual agriculfural magnates. Much better thal
co-operative societies are registered on the spot and blocks of land
are handed over to such societies with the stipulation that a part of
the land granted to them shall be earmarked for demobilised soldier
members as and when they join. That would be a capital method
to bring back the demobilised soldier to his usual civil life.
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